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Goudge, Elizabeth The Heart the Family 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 21, 1953. 337p. $3.75. 


The Heart the Family unusual and, the 
whole, fairly profound book. The external incidents 
relates are extremely few and extremly slight; tells 
not much the visible events the lives the Eliots, 
people already familiar Miss Goudge’s admirers, 
the thoughts that these events provoke. 


David Eliot returns from tour America the old 
house which his home, the old house which has 
spirit all its own. The successful, comfortably wealthy 
actor has sent ahead his secretary, Sebastian Weber, 
middle-aged man who has suffered concentration 
camps and who has been deprived war wife, 
children, and bodily health. Sebastian quickly ac- 
cepted into the family circle, or, rather, the family 
square, since four Eliot houses make the group. 
each homestead gives something and from each 
draws something until his arid heart swells again with 
love even for David who symbol all that Sebas- 
tian has lost and all that has destroyed him. the 
peace the home, Sebastian makes the great discovery 
the unity man, the oneness the sufferer with 
him who causes the suffering. 


Miss Goudge goes along, she dwells length the 
mental attitudes her characters. The core the 
novel section which deals with one day, day 
which David and his family, including Sebastian, visit 
with George Eliot and his family. This one afternoon 
takes one-third the book, yet practically with- 
out incident. Similar study character obvious 
throughout the novel. Events not portray people, 
they merely serve avenues new exploration and 
analysis each person’s mind. 


result, this novel anything but brisk. 
matter fact, seems times downright wordy and, 
though rarely, tedious. is, however, spite its 
defects, very good reading. Miss Goudge may 
escapist, she professes the dust jacket, but 
she has much more depth than escapists usually have, 
and much more integrity too. Life rosy and tranquil 
with the Eliots; they suffer, but they learn under- 
stand their suffering and see way peace. 
They find their way truth much more easily than 
Strict realism would ever allow. But truth that 
they ultimately reach, and sound intuition the 
and value pain that solves their doubts and 
heals their souls. And this analysis makes the novel 
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sound tendentious, then the misapprehension should 
corrected once. The characters are alive and 
real and are treated with objectivity. because they 
are all real that their mutual influence gives rise 
some splendid affirmations. 


sad that Miss Goudge’s preoccupation with the 
souls men should lead her into some odd exaggera- 
tions. She likes portray the departed as, evidently, 
almost palpably present. And she likes the idea 
extra-sensory perception, thoughts shared without words 
even over distances. Most these things can 
accept because they exist, however rarely, and because 
she uses them cleverly; but are stopped the 
notion nightmares passed from father child, 
spiritual burdens wordlessly transferred from one 
soul another. Furthermore, Miss Goudge has some 
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118 Goudge Beck Spring 


notions grace which should classify not erron- 
eous but fuzzy. 

This novel might called mystical because the 
soul-strivings its portrays and its concern with the unity 
underlying the brotherhood man. The novelist 
unfortunate that she lacks the clarity and sureness 
Caryll Houselander. She does, however, have 
penetrating mind, she says much that should said 
and has not been well said before, she knows much 
about the soul man, and she builds characters who 
seem think their own thoughts. There splendid 
unity the work, leading definite and striking 
ending. This highly commendable book. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Beck, Beatrix The Passionate Heart 
Translated Constantine Fitzgibbons. Messner. Sept. 25, 
1953. 210p. $3.50. 

With this novel, her third published, Miss Beck 
won the coveted Prix Goncourt, thus becoming the 
second woman ever awarded this honor. 
powerful and absorbing study faith and emotion, 
internal conflict. The translation admirable and the 
original work undoubtedly distinguished. 


rare, indeed, that novelist succeeds effort 
portray real inner struggle soul facing God, the 
awakening adult intelligence understanding 
the supernatural. Miss Beck succeeds well 
Graham Greene his later novels; and that suc- 
ceeding very well, think. 

small governmental job small town provincial 
France, trying the desperate days the German 
occupation earn enough keep herself and her little 
daughter alive the meager rations available. She 
believes herself atheist, mostly, one gathers, 
because her personal tragedy and because the ap- 
parently hypocritical attitude those her co-workers 
and acquaintances who profess Christian. 


impulse, perverse and overpowering, she goes 
into confessional the village church one evening 
simply tell the priest defiantly that she believes noth- 
ing except that “Religion the opium the people.” 
Fortunately, the priest Father Morin, who has humor 
and intelligence, sympathetic without being maudlin, 
and has regard for conventions for cant and 
hypocrisy. 

This the beginning her awakening. Slowly she 
learns the lessons sacrifice and unselfishness, the 
necessity the law charity for true human dignity. 
But there comes time when she suddenly realizes that 
what she has thought awakening love God 
may only love God’s representative, Father 
Morin. But even this resolved uncompromis- 
ingly honest fashion, with Father Morin unassailably 
sound meeting situation that might have been dis- 
tressingly maudlin other hands. 


The Passionate Heart for adult and discriminating 
readers. For them, recommended excellent. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Best SELLERs 


Spring, Howard 

Harper. Sept. 30, 1953. 308p. $3.50. 
There was hope that the title Sunset Touch might 
refer not alone the subject Howard Spring’s new 
novel but also final note from him which his 
animalism and excessively graphic sensualism might 
yield that mastery plot and construction which 
capable. That hope has been vain. 


Sunset Touch 


this latest successor Son, the story 
spun whimsy that more and more part the 
determined effort escapism. this novel, Roger 
Menheniot, last legitimate scion decayed Cornish 
stock, seeks refuge dreaming the ancient classical 
splendor his line. Worn with the drudgery 
London bank, creates for himself little 
century corner raddled rooming house; that 
corner dreams Rosemullion was there ever 
more mellifluous name? the abandoned ancestral 
home. superb disregard for the possible, 
indeed the probable, Menheniot receives legacy 
half million dollars and sets about restoring Rosemul- 
lion its ancient beauty. 


While about this task, meets two women, Kitty and 
Bella. The first classically cultured and restrained 
the other eighteenth century objects that have won 
Menheniot’s heart; the second straight out the 
twentieth century and Graham Greene, vile, debased, 
vulgar and promiscuous. Menheiot, wrapped the 
innocence dream, unable cope with the thrust- 
ing violence Bella and overwhelmed with the 
sensualism and the modern disintegration which she 
represents. would unfair both the author 
the reader reveal whether the eighteenth the 
twentieth century wins out. 


About these three characters, others move who seem 
have walked straight out Wuthering Heights. 
There Annie Hocking, faintly evil and completely 
crass; there Henry Savage, unbelievably prophetic 
figure who voices much what must Spring’s own 
observations life. 


The writing fine and, for the most part, restrained. 
Until the entry Bella, there nothing much fault 
with the theme its presentation. Unfortunately, 
Howard Spring returns completely the sensual 
grossness his earlier works that impossible 
overlook the excesses and equally impossible suggest 
the book for any class readers. 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


issued the Lib Universi 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 


Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Weidman, Jerome The Third Angel 
Doubleday. Sept. 24, 1953. 477p. $3.95. 


Though humanity may more exposed scrutiny 
the village than the city, difficult see why 
gossip, pettiness, promiscuity, and shabby motive should 
either monopolized the small town completely 
representative it. Yet the literary exploration 
rural America stemming from such successful proto- 
types Winesburg, Ohio and Spoon River Anthology 
has deteriorated recent years pretended realism 
that reduces small-town life largely antiquated 
naiveté, eccentric personality, and sexual irregularity. 
Mr. Weidman’s novel not without interest, even 
times penetrating and suspenseful, but cumulatively 
suffers from this kind distortion. Substituting broad 
humor for satire, caricature for subtle delineation, 
bawdiness for provinciality, and Swindon, Connecticut, 
for Gopher Prairie, attempts combine the story 
home with panorama commuter-town New 
England that depends heavily standard formulae. 
The ramifications are complex, but centrally the story 
concerns the efforts widowed Margaret Grendon 
support herself and two children (David, fourteen, 
viewed intermittently his pursuit Boy Scout badges 
and his internal struggles discard obscene 
snapshot; Susan, eighteen, whose love affairs and con- 
sequent estrangement from her mother constitute one 
the subplots). Margaret’s work Swindon real 
estate agent places her with all the oddities 
used for local color and plot complication: Annie 
Vroom, business competitor, Thursday-night mistress 
manufacturer, and tugboat personality with in- 
credibly vulgar vocabulary; Saul Slough, crusading edi- 
tor the Star; Cecil Inch, self-made miser, 
lecherous nephew Ben; Salvatore Crudini, 
bershop headquarters for fishing tackle, magazines, 
contraceptives, and gossip; Julie Bierwirth, who serves 
the best shrimp town; May Cullinan, daughter the 
railroad ticket agent, who clinches the title village 
strumpet fornication with sixteen boys the Senior 
Prom; Selwyn Hite Steer, frustrated free-lance writer; 
Bella Oldhill, proprietor Tot’s Emporium and sus- 
pected Lesbian proclivities; Dr. Claude Whitsun, 
confidant all, but special comfort Susan when 
her rebellious self-sufficiency results indiscretion 
but not pregnancy. 


Weidman Ullman 


119 


Just when Margaret’s fortunes are lowest ebb, Marcus 
Moody comes from New York agent for Patterson 
Osler, syndicated take-off Pearson and Pegler, 
purchase Kirkbean, the estate the late Admiral Head- 
land. But though Mrs. Headland financial straits, 
she resolved preserve her husband’s memory and 
vindicate his role the costly Battle Minitay. Even- 
tually Margaret loses her client the more enterprising 
Annie Vroom, but she then buys tax-delinquent land 
adjacent Kirkbean and joins Mrs. Headland’s efforts 
have the estate declared national monument. 


justify his mud-slinging charges against the Admiral, 
Osler resorts all sorts villainy get control first 
the property and then the last three pages the 
Admiral’s Journal which are mysteriously missing. The 
pursuit smacks Sunday-afternoon movie thriller, 
with climax constantly delayed contrived de- 
vices that credibility wears thin and the ultimate reve- 
lation the controversial pages inevitably falls flat. 
Suffice say that the monument approved (and 
dedicated during storm that threatens sweep the 
island discovery the missing manuscript 
establishes the Admiral unsullied hero, and Mar- 
garet and Mrs. Headland emerge triumphant over 
Osler. Tied the denouement are reconciliations 
several marriages that have become complicated 
Mr. Weidman’s plot; David tears his filthy picture 
and thereby achieves mental peace; Susan learns the 
value home and mother’s love; and the conclusion 
wholly happy melodrama. 


The extravagant plot, overburdened with subordinate 
actions and verbosely spun out, involves Weidman 
constant jumping about keep everything abreast 
everything else. The early chapters are similarly 
distracting their. plethora characters, though the 
later ones pretty much forego sociological study con- 
centrate “The Case the Missing Pages.” gen- 
eral the book attempts too many effects, stoops 
needless vulgarity, and stylistically addicted nar- 
ration characters who think almost exclusively 
sentence fragments. The objectionable features are 
crude rather than salacious, but even without regarding 
them necessarily risk for all readers one can 
scarcely recommend pointless vulgarity. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Ullman, James Ramsey The Sands Karakorum 
Lippincott. Sept. 1953. 254p. $3.50. 

This the season the “search” theme. Every four- 
bit novelist who can tap typewriter key has had 
hack it. runs roughly like this: the protagonist 
successful man whatever his calling; has the 
respect, even adulation, his confreres. But all not 
well his heart. mix metaphor, something 
sticking his craw: ashes dead and futile achieve- 
ment. Why on? begins look himself 
and his world and the first thing you know begins 
thinking about his spirit. hasn’t thought about 
for years. Not since went Sunday school 


knelt his mother’s knees and 
pietistic desires for everyone’s well being. 


Now 
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120 Pezeril Yates 


must search for the truth than can bring him peace. 
And the solutions some these writers come with 
range from the sublimity Thomas Merton the 
assininity James Ullman. 


It’s downright insulting for competent author try 
pan off slickly contrived piece pseudo-mystical 
That haunted and teased for years.” the author 
honestly believes that then reveals great lack 
intellectual activity this exciting but fatuous solution 
the problem has posed for his leading characters. 
Ullman smart enough give his story remote set- 
ting, the depths Central China. Two Christian 
missionaries are immediately sympathetic characters. 
Added third, modern Hercules, overcoming his 
labors rescue his friends. Actually the narra- 
tor, Frank Knight, international newsman. 
who ventures into darkest Communist China for John 
and Eleanor Biekel, his friends who seemed have 
been suppressed behind the Bamboo Curtain. 
incredibly implausible series events which Chinese 
Communists are portrayed cagey, but ignorant 
people, Knight proceeds try find his friends. But 
penetrates deeper into China finds the Biekels 
are always hop-skipping ahead him—finally 
catches with Eleanor, but John gone again. They 
finally overtake him setting that makes the recent 
pictures storm-tossed Everest look like Central Park 
sunny summer’s day. And what John looking 
Faith! Christian missionary had lost 
he’s out wandering among the sands 
the ancient but now abandoned natal seat Genghis 
Khan—trying find second scourge God. 
Frank Knight has starve, racked with cold and 
fever get the message the author intended. letter 
from the Biekels would have saved him all that time 
and trouble. And Ullman wouldn’t have had story. 


return the title, the author has tons sand 
blowing through the pages the story. great deal 
seems have clouded his intellect. His hetero- 
theism (to coin word) theology gritty and 
shapeless base: very sandy! 


‘John Coppinger, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Pezeril, Daniel Rue Notre Dame 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 16, 1953. 148p. $2.50. 


The political instability that has plagued France since 
the Revolution 1789 symptom the much 
deeper spiritual unrest among the people. For more 
than century and half struggle has been going 
there between those for and those against the Church. 
The influence the French communists the present 
time well the large number men and women 
who are only nominally Catholic prove how successful 
the enemies Catholicism have been. recent years 
the bishops France, under the inspiring leadership 
the late Cardinal Suhard, have been striving heroically 
stem the tide irreligion and make their country 
worthy its ancient title the “Eldest Daughter 
the Church.” 


Best SELLERs 


Many books have been written what these prelates 
have already done and what they hope achieve, 
The present work Father Daniel Pezeril, who was 
ordained 1937 and served with distinction chap- 
lain the last world war, adds this growing 
the form novel which there are two prin- 
cipal characters. One aged priest who has been 
rewarded for his years faithful service parish 
being made honorary canon the cathedral chapter 
Paris. The other Father Robert, young “priest- 
worker” who employed factory and holds reli- 
gious services his own home. 


Father Robert has chosen the canon his spiritual 
director and seeks his advice the problems that 
meets with families that have little contact 
with the Church. spite his many years the 
priesthood the canon cannot help him many in- 
stances since his experiences have been limited the 
running well-organized parish. also startled 
when his penitent asserts that the use outmoded 
liturgical vestments well Latin the Mass 
keeping people away from the Church. While 
worried about these and other ideas which strikes him 
radical and revolutionary visits the home 
Father Robert the poorest section Paris. There 
sees unmistakable proofs his untiring zeal for 
souls and his unselfishness even amid the most difficult 
circumstances. begins realize how little has 
done for God, how often antagonized 
ioners his sharp and cutting remarks, and how 
luctant was make any sacrifice his time 
convenience order help them. remembrance 
his shortcomings causes him tremble the 
thought appearing before his Eternal Judge. But 
resolves make amends, and the climax the book 
tells how did so. 


This novel gives excellent account Catholicism 
present-day France. Since dramatizes the conflict 
between the members the clergy about 
methods for winning back the working classes, 
much more readable than scholarly works the same 
subject. Smith has made excellent 
lation and Bruce Marshall, the noted novelist, has writ- 
ten provocative introduction. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Yates, Hue and 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 18, 1953. 248p. $3.00. 


Hue and Cry eminently readable story about 
little deaf girl with melody her heart, and 
Irish immigrant boy with stolen horse his hands. 
When Melody Austin and Danny O’Dare meet 
brings the life the other something that had been 
soon seen love. 


The “Hue and Cry,” society organized enforce the 
laws and recover stolen horses, systematically search- 
ing the countryside, but Melody’s own family 
bers who discover the thief but only after has stolen 
her sensitive heart. 
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out this conflict that the heart the story un- 
folds wistful and wonderful way. tell how 
would spoil the delightful moments store for 
even the most casual reader. 


Elizabeth Yates Hue and Cry gives excellent 
story that quite romantic but extremely readable, 
because she has that very rare ability create char- 
acters that are warm and sensitive. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Bellow, Saul The Adventures Augie March 
Viking. Sept. 18, 1953. 536p. $4.50. 


Saul Bellow’s recent novel The Adventures Augie 
March not good book. Might rate the label “good” 
the sense that might serve bad cause well—the 
cause juvenile delinquency. What thrill “juvenile 
delinquents” those with the juvenile delinquent 
mentality should get out those five hundred and 
thirty-six tiresome pages! True, the book thin the 
dope and narcotic side—heavier the racketeering 
exploitation side—but positively thick with mature 
and immature sexuality! 


think that even reviewers should furnished with 
some type gasmask when tackling this thing. 
gone over faithfully even though painfully and 
assured the volume will burnt pronto. would not 
want fall into anyone’s hands—and far offer- 


ing anyone—I could longer respect myself. 


Let frank: filthy thing. Eliminate about 
dozen vividly described sexual acts sexual inclina- 
tions and the volume would fall its own weight 
lack it. Augie March underprivileged youngster 
underprivileged Yiddish family living Chi- 
cago—minus questionable father and plus Ameri- 
can-Yiddish grand matriarch. runs through his 
life from about his tenth thirty-fifth year—dirty, un- 
guided, unbalanced and unprincipled throughout. Once 
the author dares hide some real “smut” under Yiddish 
dialect! Maybe this humor? The run into the hills 
Mexico with paramour for eagle-hunting something 
unreal and ridiculous. Just pair “nuts” use the 
jargon the first half the book. The ship-wreck 
scene offers possibilities—but that far the au- 
thor got. must have been too far away! 


The blurb—and who writes them anyway?—tells 
that this novel written the “grand” scale! Refer- 
ences are made Cervantes and Rabelais. What 
mockery! These gentlemen were worst artists. Saul 
Bellow handles mud and muddy manner. Augie 
March could have been set right—but maybe his kind 
not want set right. Again that old blurb 
tells that this book “more than entertaining—it 
joyful because its humor embedded serious moral 
view.” From “A” “Z” would difficult dis- 
cover one moral line the book. Certainly one cannot 
find outstanding character—far from humor, this 
book by-play galore—not touch art. 
will find sprinkled throughout the book 
things like this: the word “jesuitical” 
three times; irrelevant one line quotation from St. 
Thomas Aquin; absolute statement that “the 


Bellow Flood 
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gospels are and another one hundred odd 
quips and pseudo philosophic tidbits from Yiddish folk- 
lore, Egyptian sages and various Oriental mystics. All 
possibly impressing the unaware 
reader. 


This critic’s opinion Bellow’s style evidenced here 
that “honky-tonk”—and if, the blurb persists, 
“the first important original style appear since 
the fought both wars vain. But lest 
forget—there something really “humorous” this 
volume. this: the very last paragraph Augie 
March makes reference himself “animal 
Now you know enough Latin know the 
exact meaning those two words and enough philos- 
ophy understand the exact place the “animal 
have the point. One regret: Bellow 
should have written the last paragraph first. could 
have saved lot time. 


Meighan, 
New York New York 


Flood, Charles Bracelen Love Bridge 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 30, 1953. 436p. $3.75. 


Charles Bracelen Flood young author whose first 
novel, Love Bridge, won Houghton-Mifflin Liter- 
ary Fellowship Award. 


Mr. Flood has chosen write story about two people, 
Henry Cobb and Susan Pemmerton, who fall love 
and marry while still very young. Theirs promises 
happy union, but, unfortunately, unknown 
Susan, Henry much troubled young man. feels 
trapped, scared responsibility, especially when their 
son Hilliard born. attempts solve his own 
difficulties and only when comes terms with him- 
self does dare tell Susan. But Susan’s reaction 
his confession results the break-up their mar- 
riage, for she hurt that did not bring his problems 
her. She had wanted their marriage true 
partnership and she disillusioned. Hilliard she 
returns live with her father. 

The story ambles along leisurely. Susan devotes herself 
her son. Henry meets attractive widow, Alice 
Taylor, who despite her consuming love for her hus- 
band, and her unconquerable resentment his early 
death, marries Henry. This marriage too, ends 
failure. this portion the book that meet 
appealing character, Ann, Alice’s daughter. Alice 
has spark love for this daughter born her first 
marriage. Ann left more and more the care 
Henry and his father, and she even adopts their name. 
Henry and his father, the suggestion Ann’s god- 
mother take upon themselves the duty looking after 
Ann’s spiritual welfare and, though they are not Cath- 
olics themselves, they see that Ann continues 
the faith her dead father. When the elder Mr. 
Cobb meets Mother Groves, one the nuns entrusted 
with Ann’s instruction, comes like and respect 
her. begins delve into books expounding Cath- 
olic views and when Mr. Cobb senior dies one given 
the impression that had lived while longer, 
might have embraced Ann’s religion. 

With the coming World War II, Henry goes 
Europe special mission having with aerody- 
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122 Kinsey 


namics. Comes brush with death and narrow 
escape, and upon his return the United States, Henry 
carries out resolution. letter Col. Pemmerton, 
Susan’s father, results his obtaining permission see, 
after fourteen years, his son Hilliard, and course, 
Susan. Susan meanwhile has realized that she can 
love one else but Henry, and Henry realizes that 
love bridge between two persons. Problems well 
everything else must shared and the story ends 
the note that last Henry and Susan are 
re-united. 


Mr. Flood has chosen interesting theme but has 
spun little too thin. The characters are the 
whole fairly interesting, though Henry too easily over- 
whelmed problems never quite fully understands 
tries rationalize the light firm moral convic- 
tions. The author’s technique times irritating for 
there are too many scenes that are too brief, many 
them pointless and not furthering the story appreciably. 
Several portions the story seem included need- 
lessly; for example Hilliard’s sojourn Georgia. The 
story Henry and Susan could have been told less 
wordily and therefore more effectively. takes all 
436 pages before Susan and Henry are re-united and 
one can forsee the result after the first four pages. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Kinsey, Alfred C., Pomeroy, Wardell B., et. al. 
Sex Behavior the Human Female 
Saunders Co. Sept. 14, 1953. 842p. $8.00. 


Few books have had their publication heralded with 
such fanfare and publicity Professor Kinsey’s second 
volume, Sexual Behavior the Human Female. Scarce- 
daily newspaper the United States was omitted 
the distribution press releases the Institute for Sex 
Research Indiana University. Such public relations 
efforts are unique the release “scientific work”. 
One wonders whether the suprise sales success the 
initial volume has not been inspiration for greater 
distribution this copious work. 


Any review the book this date will super- 
ficial one. fact, the task reviewing these 842 pages 
remind one the fool rushing where the wise fear 
tread. There are one hundred seventy-nine statis- 
tical tables and better than one hundred fifty figures 
need study. Generalizations following statistic are 
frequently more sweeping than the data may warrant; 
words like “considerable relationship,” and “frequently 
found” are not precise. fact, the title the work, 
Sexual Behavior the Human Female, bit gran- 
diose. Actually would more precisely stated as, 
some considerations certain sex behavior 5,940 
white, Protestant women from northeastern United 
States, largely college educated the last generation 
studied social group sampling. 


Unlike the first volume, Sexual Behavior the Human 
Male, there third section the work devoted 
data female sex behavior derived from the 
sciences psychology, sociology, biochemistry, anatomy 
and anthropology. Footnote comments frequently indi- 
cate dichotomy opinion some the data from 
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these sciences within the province the experts them- 
selves. This fact and the diversity disciplines cited 
would make sound opinion this part the work 
beyond the pale any one man’s ability. 


Part the volume concerns the sources data, the 
sampling procedures and the characteristics the con- 
tributing population. Part II, the longer the three 
sections, contains the data and its interpretation. The 
authors give certain traits the contributing females; 
incidentally, about 8,000 were polled, but only 5,940 
returns were used for the more specific tabular findings; 
more general formulations were based upon the ques- 
tionnaires the larger number. The traits mentioned 
the Indiana group chapter two were general 
nature such age ranges, occupations, geographic origin 
and ages puberty, etc. The more careful student has 
the right know the social and moral characteristics 
those who completed the questionnaire and the 
social groups which they belonged. And more im- 
portant has the obligation compare these per- 
sonal-social traits those populations who refused 
give information would not complete the question- 
naire. 


Chapter two, The Sample and Its Statistical Basis, poses 
technical problem for the statistician that still 
mains solved. The authors have forsaken random 
and probability sampling for what 
group sampling. One the workers traveling through- 
out the country would meet member certain 
group: woman’s club, church group, social club, etc., 
and through acquaintanceship with this individual gain 
entry the membership (how these groups were 
chosen not clear). The recorder would then explain 
his mission the assembled volunteers. 
From per cent these groups would polled 
mainly because the social compulsion other mem- 
bers individually and toto. The authors state 
page 29: “Such method choosing groups has un- 
doubtedly introduced biases, but there are more prac- 
tical difficulties involved the application sampling 
ideals than some theoreticians Has this 
compromise favor practicality been the expense 
biased data? so, what about formulations drawn 
from such data? 


hard see where this book has made any positive 
contributions science; has again proposed technical 
questions, but the wary student any the sciences 
concerned must proceed with great caution accepting 
the findings they now stand. 


the mind the reviewer these methodological and 
technical considerations, important they may 
the psychologist, statistician and sociologist, are little 
intrinsic value. Here have “scientific work,” the 
generalizations which have been made known 
every magazine and newspaper reader the country 
question that basically moral and ethical one. 
Does any person under the guise science have the 
right ignore the moral considerations involved 
asking subjects for information proper only the con- 
Obviously have here biologist blinded 
secularism the extent that has not only left his 
own discipline but doing has done incalculable 
harm others. and his co-workers have helped 
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that which done others all right for me. 


Lennon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Ussher, Arland Three Great Irishmen 
Devin-Adair. July 1953. 160p. $3.00. 


The three Irishmen Mr. Ussher’s title are, fittingly 
enough, the three writers who more than any other 
have given English literature its direction and its most 
notable landmarks our time. They are, with the 
author’s epithets for them, Shaw (“Emperor and 
Yeats (“Man into and Joyce (“Doubt- 
ing Thomist and Joking Jesuit). Mr. Ussher’s gay 
slogans may mislead the casual browser into thinking 
that his book series run-on judgments and irre- 
sponsible statements. This far from being the fact. 
Three Great Irishmen extremely thoughtful and 
(though one would judge only for those who have read 
the authors treated) thought-provoking book. 


difficult quote from this book summarizing 
way, for the author indulges kind “dialectic” 
which intricately holds his ideas tension. Yeats, 
says footnote, “is protean character that almost 
any statement one may make about him calls for in- 
stant qualification.” The process statement fol- 
lowed instant qualification the method this 
book. Thus Mr. Ussher finds Shaw “an extraordi- 
narily dumbfounding lack the historical sense,” and 
yet returns him again and again “for the sober 
tang reality.” The author writes, “Shaw had every 
idea his command for which equivalent exists 
the terms the modern mind.” Only few pages 
earlier had said: “To read Shaw bulk get 
terrifying impression—a sense mind utterly unre- 
ceptive and closed upon itself.” The author would 
seem pretty much agree (without the pejorative em- 
phasis) with Chesterton that Shaw was “heathen 
mystic.” for his art, all Mr. Ussher can say about 
that that Shaw invented art form his own, 
“the dialectical extravaganza.” 


the value Yeats for our time, the author thinks, 
that “frightens into sort metaphysical aware- 
ness.” For Mr. Ussher, writing Irish Protestant, 
sees the literary man, especially the poet, the only 
spokesman, replacing both priest and scientist, our 
time will listen to. aesthetic view life,” 
writes approvingly, “holds more promise today than 
the religious scientific.” 


Mr. Ussher’s chapter Joyce perhaps the least valu- 
able the three, largely because wheels the 
elaborate machinery imaginary symposium (with 
parodies Shaw, Yeats, and Chesterton) order 
cope with his subject. sees Joyce “an impersonal 
machine which words are crushed 
Convinced that the current admiration Joyce 
based everything his work which least likely 
permanent,” nonetheless himself “in two- 
some twiminds” over Joyce’s total achievement. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Ussher Hasley Gilson 123 


Hasley, Lucile The Mouse Hunter 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 16, 1953. 242p. $2.75. 


This collection essays, fillers and short stories from 
the plume Mrs. Hasley promises equal the popu- 
larity her Reproachfully Yours. 


The Mouse Hunter she adds the latest humorous con- 
coctions her experiences author, lecturer, seasoned 
traveler, wife, and mother describe new facets her 
busy life. The power good example illumines House 
Light she attributes her first real interest Catholi- 
cism and subsequent reception into the fold the re- 
ligious fidelity college roommate. The universal 
complaints disgruntled penitents inspire special 
challenge confessors she counsels forbearance 
the layman Feelings Don’t Count. The successful 
practical effort South Bend’s Blessed Martin Porres 
inter-racial group, which Mrs. Hasley active 
member, toward solution the “problem” racial 
understanding between Negroes and Whites has in- 
spired similar undertakings elsewhere. Related Load 
That Plate! Lift That Fork!, greater ingredient for 
harmony claimed than common and absorbing in- 
terest food, individual members highlighting each 
meeting with some culinary masterpiece the tradition 
breaking bread together. 


The Mouse Hunter, the symbolic title piece, should ap- 
peal anyone need antidote for that sense 
futility that accompanies attendance the trifling 
duties daily life. Mrs. Hasley’s way encour- 
aging the downcast try again with new launching 
out into the deep. The Mouse Hunter recommended 
all. Its subject matter ought especially appeal 
the converts who enjoy the author’s work much, but 
remarkable that Mrs. Hasley writes her faith 
one the manor born. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Gilson, Etienne Choir Muses 
Sheed Ward. Aug. 26, 1953. 196p. $3.50. 

easy task define and explain art. 
the pummelling which Aristotle’s definition has suf- 
fered over the years. Art seems defy definition, and 
the artists themselves concerned they are with the 
singular are disdainful the philosopher’s quest for 
universality. But art difficult define, still more 
difficult circumscribe the artistic process, 
penetrate that psychological maze thoughts and feel- 
ings within the artist which are, along with the objec- 
tive impetus nature, the sources his art. One 
the truly tantalizing factors this process inspiration. 
Artists themselves claim have been inspired 
variety objects, but commonly the source inspira- 
tion for many artists have been women for whom they 
conceived great love. these women who have in- 
spired great writers, and not the nine goddesses 
mythology, which are the subject Gilson’s 

ook. 


Gilson gives the stories six artists, each whom 
loved woman, and were inspired that love 
produce great art. From these experiences draws 
some general principles which are broad enough 
applied all, and which are, the same time, flexible 
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con- 
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ques- 


7 


124 


enough allow for the acutely individual character 
each. The stories concern the experiences Petrarch 
and Laura, Baudelaire and Mme. Sabatier, Wagner and 
Mathilde Wesendonk, Auguste Comte and Clothilde 
Vaux, Maurice Maeterlinck and Georgette LeBlanc, 
Goethe and Ulrike von Levetzov. Fascinating tales 
they are, and beautifully told. Indeed, this book would 
immensely valuable merely for its compilation 
these great amatory experiences, let alone for the pene- 
trating judgments which the author makes upon each. 


What the way understanding can drawn from 
these complex experiences lived through men 
different and different times? Gilson applies the 
revealing term “experience” the love which the 
artist has for his Muse. Petrarch’s love for Laura was 
neither simply desire for physical possession, nor 
merely kind contemplation beauty detached 
from all physical stirrings. every case the artist’s 
love involves not the body alone, nor the mind alone, 
but the whole human being. Striving after ideal 
which spiritual the artist suddenly and often his 
own amazement finds that spiritual beauty incarnated 
the flesh and blood body woman. The Muse, 
Gilson puts it, “plays the uneasy role revealer 
the spirit through the flesh.” 


What the artist qua artist seeks his love not the 
body the Muse, but the spiritual 
beauty which beholds her. The man seeking 
give birth great work art made over into the 
artist who can achieve that end precisely this love. 
Richard Wagner may have produced Tristan without 
Mathilde Wesendonk; without her, however, never 
would have produced the Tristan which have today. 
The Canzoniere would not attain the heights exalted 
lyricism that does there were Laura. These 
judgments are not interpretations; they are facts 
which the artists themselves their agony love quite 
willingly attest. 


Thus the Muse object love becomes the source 
spiritual fruitfulness for the artist. But, Gilson 
points out, that spiritual fruitfulness the affection 
demands physical frustration. art, and not Eros, 
which charge throughout the poet’s love for his 
Muse. Whenever the Muse goes beyond the limits 
the role which the poet assigns her, she loses value 
Muse the source inspiration. Mme. Sabatier 
good example Muse who wanted more 
than Muse. wanting Baudelaire’s mistress 
she deprived him his inspiration. Carnal love alone 
never really the wellspring great poetry. Petrarch, 
Baudelaire and Goethe knew that only too 
haps the tragedy poet like Catullus, who the 
extreme which Baudelaire compares himself not 
that did not realize this fact, but that his religion 
and his culture offered him other object love ex- 
cept the flesh. 


Gilson concludes his examination the role the 
Muse art notable chapter “The Artist and 
the Saint.” led write this chapter the 
observation that every case examined the artist found 
the ultimate explanation his experience with his 
Muse religion. Petrarch speaks being led the 
Absolute Good through Laura. Wagner declares that 
his love for Mathilde led him see his art ending 


Fernan 
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sanctity. Auguste Comte’s Positivism takes turn 
toward religion, not through the exigencies the sys- 
tem, but through the inspiration Clothilde Vaux. 
may not Christianity which the religion that 
gives meaning these experiences, but every case, 
the artist led beyond art, beyond humanity, some 
absolute. last chapter brilliant expose 
this drive toward God. 


One has the feeling that Gilson enjoying himself 
immensely this book. The work scholarly and 
perceptive yet light and happy, and manifests fine 
robust sense humor. Perhaps after the heavy work 
untangling the texts Duns Scotus, turned 
this study the Muses source relaxation. 


Masie Ward’s translation preserves the felicities 
Gilson’s notable style particularly his trick drawing 
conclusions striking parallelisms. She has also 
added way illuminating preface little poem 
Bulwer Lytton which represents perfectly the theme 
the book. 


Thomas McTighe, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Fernan, John 
Theology: Vol. II: Christ Our High Priest 
Gregorian Press. 284p. $3.50. 


Some thirteen years ago group Jesuit educators, 
aware the dire need finding better method 
channeling the minds and hearts college students 
the saving riches Catholic theology, began experi- 
ment. Following the guidance and inspiration the 
theory advanced Courtney Murray, S.J., the 
Jesuit periodical, “Theological Studies,” they inaugu- 
rated new course for Catholic college students 
Georgetown University. 


The enthusiastic response encountered there led the 
extension the course throughout the various colleges 
conductd the Jesuit Fathers the Maryland and 
New York provinces. This textbook, the second 
projected four volume series, the fruit the years 
labor outstanding proponent this experiment. 


The first part the work detailed historical study 
the events the life Christ, particularly the Last 
Supper, Passion and Resurrection wherein Christ 
seen emphasizing the fact that must die give 
everlasting life men, “Even must the Son Man 
lifted that those who believe Him may not 
perish but may have everlasting life.” 


Seeking deeper theological answer the reason for 
Christ’s death, the author proceeds the second part 
analytical study the nature the original fall 
Adam with its damning consequences all men, 
and the death Christ with its healing stream 
reparation. 


Since Christ insisted that His death was actual ritual 
sacrifice, the third section the work treats extensively 
the meaning sacrifice general, historically studies 
the history Gentile and Jewish sacrifices, and ends 
with careful exegesis what God Himself has said 
about Christ’s sacrifice the Epistle St. Paul the 
Hebrews. 
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Then begins study the injunction Christ con- 
tinue His Sacrifice, this memory Me.” The 
Sacrifice the Church, the Mass, found the 
answer. The fact the Mass established Scrip- 
ture and Tradition. The nature ,value, and effects 
the Mass explained and detailed liturgical study 
its symbolism highlights the participation the people 
well the ordained priest offering the sacrifice 


Christ. 


The proof the value textbook found only 
practice. Though this book could used read- 
able spiritual book such Sheed’s Theology and 
Sanity, clearly textbook with emphasis 
clarity and helps study. the technical sections 
the author does well introducing and rounding out 
his definitions and distinctions. One feels times that 
his efforts concrete repeats his illustrative 
material the point circling confusion. After 
exhaustive dissertation the consequences the harm 
done men showing concretely the harm done 
Adam, there follows long detailed analysis the 
early catechumenate and present day baptismal liturgy 
explain again concretely the harm done human 
nature. Perhaps experience teaching has shown the 
need such repetition. 


The great value the work, this reviewer feels, lies 
its compact unity. All things are seen the light 
the Priesthood Christ and any irrevelant matter 
omitted. One begins appreciate Christ, the Priest, 
and long share the riches His Priesthood. 


William Schaffner, 


University Scranton 


Lovelace, Delos Journey Bethlehem 
Crowell. Sept. 21, 1953. 215p. $3.00. 


Mr. Lovelace complimented his generally 
reverent treatment this journey “that changed the 
world” and its main characters, Joseph and Mary 
Galilee. But, see the author trying hard 
recapture their goodness his story, realize that 
misses the fullness beauty and truth which Catholics 
find this event. There mention, for example, 
the Divine nature the Child. The implication 
might well that was only human, the fol- 
lowing: “Joseph remembered saying certainly old 
Abraham and maybe old Adam. was that 
the mother chiefly endowed the child with qualities 
good evil. Well, one thing was sure! Mary’s child 
could not miss having the two best; faith and cour- 


age.” (p. 182) 


Again, certain expressions and actions recorded the 
volume grate rather harshly Catholic sensibilities: 


then you hang this about his She held 
the tiny ivory fish. 

baby,’ Joseph protested, ‘doesn’t need amulet!’ 
‘Oh, doesn’t? Mary cried. ‘Then why does every 


nine times safe from harm anybody without?’ 
guess you’ve thought everything,” Joseph said 
meekly.” (p. 181) 


Several other events stretch too far the already long 
arm coincidence. 
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Because the book’s major deficiencies will serve 
purpose Catholic homes 


Charles Trundle, 


University Scranton 
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Adams, Samuel Hopkins Canal Town 
Dell, 1953. 576p. $0.50. (Reviewed original Random 
House edition, 1944, vol. no. May 1944, 23-4.) 


two part novel how the building the Erie Canal 
1820 affected the city Palmyra and young and 
idealistic physician, Horace Amlie. The historical as- 
pects the book are accurately and well done, but 
many parts the story are questionable taste. Suit- 
able for mature adults. 


McNeilly, Mildred Masterson Matthew Steel 
(Original title: Praise Morning.) Pocket Books, 1953. 
390p. $0.35. (Original Morrow edition, 1947, reviewed 
vol. no. June 11, 1947, 73.) 


Alger hero with capitalistic bent mind who 
rises from waif the ownership ocean-going vessels 
and converted true democrat who sacrifices his 
beloved ship for the cause the Union during the War 
between the States. romantic-historical novel that 
neither harmful—nor helpful. 


Mason, van Wyck Eagle the Sky 
Pocket Books, 1953. 633p. $0.50. (Original Lippincott 
edition, 1948, reviewed vol. no. 21, Feb. 1948, 
219-20.) 

Another Mason’s roistering, brawling, adventurous 
historical novels the American revolution. This 
time turns his attention the last ditch struggles 
the years 1780-81 and weaves his story around the lives 
three young doctors the final years the struggle. 
The elements the story are garden-variety, making 
mediocre-minus story from the standpoint literature, 
but fairly good story from the standpoint enter- 
tainment. 


Carnegie, Dale 

How Stop Worrying and Start Living 
Pocket Books, 1953. 340p. $0.35. (Original Simon 
Schuster edition, 1948, revewied vol. no. June 15, 
1948, 73.) 
high pressure book, offering such solutions “Seven 
ways peace and happiness,” “Eleven ways pre- 
vent financial worries.” Smacks artificial modern 
advertising. 


Gallico, Paul Trial Terror 
Dell, 1953. 256p. $0.25. (Original Knopf edition, 1952, 
reviewed vol. 12, no. May 1952, 29.) 

This more than suspenseful and credible novel. 
reads like actual news story and expertly done. 
situation with the very real Vogeler case Central 
Europe. 
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Buck, Pearl God’s Men 
Pocket Books, 1953. 452p. $0.35. (Oringal Day edition, 
1951, reviewed vol. 11, no. July 1951, 73-4.) 


The tale two missionaries the Far East, woven 
through with real characters and events contem- 
porary history. hastily written, but well-paced and 
entertaining story, not quite the Good Earth. 


Stella 


Hartog, Jan 
150p. 


(The Distant Shore, Book 1.) Pocket Books, 1953. 


$0.25. 
Hartog, Jan The Sea 
(The Distant Shore, Book II.) Pocket Books, 1953. 


$0.25. 


fictional amplification the author’s actual experi- 
ence the British and his postwar search for 


Best 


mental peace disillusioned world. The original 
book was published single story but their lack 
unity makes feasible publish separately. However, 
offers suspenseful adventure and many authentic pic- 
tures. 


Conrad, Barnaby Matador 
Dell, 1953. 192p. $0.25. (Original Houghton, Mifflin 
edition, 1952, reviewed vol. 12, no. June 1952, 
59-60.) 

The comparison Tom Lea’s Brave Bulls irrestible 
because the impassioned treatment the fascinating 
Spanish pastime bullfighting. Conrad’s experience 
first hand and also authentic with completely tragic 
climax and succeeds arriving denouement which 
leaves the reader quite spent. The story exciting and 
successful. 
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